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Overview of Agenda
Part one: 
Knowledge & Awareness

• General introduction
• National 
• Washington State

• Overview of 
Landscape

Part two: 
Detention and Deportation
Education Equity 

• What students are feeling
• Education Equity Laws

• National 
• Washington State

• Enforcement and impact 
on students and families

• Resources

Part three: 
Skills and Action 

• What it means to be 
an advocate

• Intuitional knowledge 
and practices

• Tools and resources



Community Agreements 

Speaking from 
experience: “I” 

statements

Active 
engagement: Mind, 

heart, and body

Support each 
other’s growth 

through the process



Human Bingo
1. Go around the room and find a person who knows one of the terms on 

the sheet. 
2. Once you find that person ask them what the term means to them and 

how they learned about it.
3. Once your conversation is over have them initial the box that has the 

term that they explained.
4. Continue to go around the room and ask people for their understanding 

of the terms
5. NOTE: You are allowed to initial one box on your own sheet for a term 

that you know!

The goal is to get a BINGO by finding a different person for each of the 
terms and fill in an entire column or row.



Story of Self:
Undocu Voices & Experiences

“To be undocumented is to have people 
making money out of our stories and 

speaking for us rather than creating space 
for us to speak on behalf of ourselves” 

-Catalina Velasquez



General Overview:
Undocumented Immigrants in 
the U.S. and Washington State 

“To be undocumented in this country is to be one 
of 11.5 million, which exceeds the population of 

Hungary, Czech Republic, and Tunisia.”
-Catalina Velasquez



Educators Journey

Educators who have 
are or have been 
undocumented

Educators who have 
undocumented family 

members

Educators who know 
undocumented 

people/students

Educators who have 
heard of 

undocumented 
students and people

Educators who are 
fairly new to hearing 
about undocumented 

issues

Educators who do not 
know about 

undocumented 
students



What does it mean to be an undocumented person?

Undocumented people are ‘foreign’ nationals who 
came to the United States without legal documentation 
or overstayed their visas.

Video: Undocumented & Awkward 

Being Undocumented

Source: Educators for Fair Consideration

https://youtu.be/II7AfS2iAb4


“Race or people is 
to be determined 
by the stock from 

which aliens 
sprang”

-1914 
Bergensfjord ship 

manifest



1914: “The race from 
which aliens sprang.”

2016-17: “I attest, 
under penalty of 
perjury, that I am an 
alien.”

Documents and forms we use



Identity and experience
• 1.5 Generation Immigrant 
• Undocumented

Terms tied to laws and programs
• DREAMer
• HB 1079
• DACAmented

Negative and derogatory 
• “Illegal” & “Alien”

Language 



Dismantle the “DREAMer” Narrative



Green Card Polices & Practices

Source: Penn for Immigrant Rights, Dream Activists PA, and Immigration Policy Center

• Primarily benefits high skilled professionals requiring high 
levels of education

• There is a 5,000  cap per year for “unskilled” or “low skilled” 
workers

Employment 
Green Cards

• 5,500 green cards available in a  “lottery” to those from 
countries with low rates of immigration to the U.S.Diversity Visa

• U.S. citizens can petition for spouses, parents, children 
and siblingsFamily Immigration

• Must prove a well-founded fear of persecution
• Not open to economic refugeesPolitical Refugees



Some relatives of U.S. citizens, known as immediate relatives, do not 
have to wait for a visa to become available. There is no limit to the 
number of visas that can be utilized in this category in a particular year.

Immediate relatives include:
• Parents of a U.S. citizen 
• Spouses of a U.S. citizen
• Unmarried children under the age of 21 of a U.S. citizen

Family Based: Green Card Eligibility

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/green-card-eligibility
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/green-card-eligibility
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/green-card-eligibility


Residency and 
Citizenship—
Currently takes at 
least 10 to 25 
years to qualify all 
dependents of 
personal case and 
current 
immigration 
political context 

Residency and Citizenship Pathway

Source: Reason Magazine



Unmarried children of US citizens:
Vietnam - 4 years | Philippines - 13 years

Unmarried children of legal permanent residents:
China- 8 years | Philippines - 27 years 

Sibling of adult US Citizens:
India- 49 years | China - 37 years 

Married Children of US Citizens:
China - 37 years | Philippines - 92 years 

Wait times for family visas

Source: Penn for Immigrant Rights, Dream Activists PA, and Immigration Policy Center



• 11.5 million undocumented 
immigrants in the U.S

• They account for roughly 1-in-20 workers
• 2.5 million are youth (20%)

• 4.5 million native-born U.S. children 
have at least one undocumented 
parent

• Over 3.5 million people were 
deported from the United States 
during the Obama Administration 

National Demographics

Source: Pew Hispanic Center



Mexico
60%

El Salvador
6%

Guatemala
5%

Honduras
3%

Philipines
3%

India
2%

Ecuador
2%

Brazil
2%

Korea
2%

China
1%

Other
14%

National origin of the 11 million undocumented people who live in the United States

Mexico El Salvador Guatemala Honduras Philipines India Ecuador Brazil Korea China Other

Source: Pew 
Hispanic Center 

and Department 
of Homeland 

Security



APIs make up 26% of the undocumented 
population in Washington State

Asian and Pacific Islanders in WA State

Source: FAIR! & 21 Progress



25% INDIA
22% KOREA
18% CHINA
13% PHILIPPINES
9% VIETNAM
13% OTHER

Undocumented APIs in Washington State 

Source: FAIR! & 21 Progress



• 267,000 undocumented LGBTQIA+ 
immigrants live in the United States

• 15,000-50,000 are adult transgender 
undocumented immigrants

• 78 countries around the world are 
institutionally unsafe for LGBTQIA+ folks

• 50% of LGBTQIA+ immigrants have felt 
discriminated against in school due to their 
gender and/or sexual orientation

• 37% of LGBTQIA+ immigrants have felt 
discriminated against in school due to their 
immigration status

UndocuQueer Demographics

Source: Pew Hispanic Center & Williams Institute



Intersectionality 



Overview of Landscape
Timeline Activity

Education Equity: 
An Ongoing Civil Rights Issue



Detention and Deportation:
History and experience

“To be undocumented is to fear deportation that 
could lead to a death sentence.”

- Catalina Velasquez



Immigration enforcement is how the 
government and its agencies deport 
immigrants (undocumented & even with 
green card holders)

It’s not new! 
1984: Gov. deported 20,000 per year
2014: Gov. deported 400,000 per year

Enforcement

Source: United We Dream



Manipulation of Deportation 
Statistics: 
• Serious crimes such as 

“assaults,” “traffic offenses,” 
“drugs,” make up one-third 

• Nearly one-third of 
undocumented immigrants 
were removed for 
“immigration offenses” (entry 
without inspection)

Criminalization 



• Up to 300 people are in solitary 
detention on any given day

• Sexual assault at a rate 15x 
higher than the average

• Denied hormone treatment & 
HIV care while in detention

• Income and financial instability 
resulting from lack of worker 
protections, discrimination, and 
harassment 

UndocuQueer Detention

Source: Pew Hispanic Center & Williams Institute



• Black immigrants make up 7% of the total 
immigrant population (3.4 million people)

• Black immigrants make up 10.6% of all 
immigrants in removal proceedings 
between 2003 and 2015

• In 2014, ICE deported 1,203 African 
immigrants 

• Through policies like “Stop and Frisk” many 
Black migrants — like Black Americans — get 
arrested and end up with a contact with the 
criminal justice system at some point in 
their lives, many at a young age

UndocuBlack Deportation

Source: Black Alliance for Just Immigrantion

“Black immigrants from 
Africa and the 
Caribbean, are largely 
‘invisible-lized’ in the 
public’s consciousness”
-Carl Lipscombe



Deportation happens with the help of agencies like:         

Who deports?

Source: United We Dream

Border 
Patrol ICE POLICE



Doesn’t allow local law enforcement agents to cooperate with 
federal immigration enforcement (ICE)

• Police officers can’t ask about a person's immigration status
• Jails can’t give immigration agents advance notice of an inmate's 

detention or release from jail

Sanctuary City and Spaces

Source: United We Dream



According to a policy memorandum released by the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agency in 2011, commonly referred to as the 
“sensitive locations memo,” ICE officers and agents are to refrain from 
enforcement actions at least at the following locations and events: 
• Schools 
• Hospitals
• Churches, synagogues, mosques and other institutions of worship
• During funerals, weddings and other public religious ceremonies
• During public demonstrations, such as a march, rally or parade.

Sensitive Locations

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers



An unaccompanied child is a child who has no lawful immigration 
status in the United States; is under the age of 18; and has no parent or 
legal guardian in the United States, or has no parent or legal guardian 
in the United States available to provide care and physical custody.
• Since 2014, more than 100,000 unaccompanied children have sought 

refuge in the United States, primarily from Central America’s 
Northern Triangle—El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.

• More than half of unaccompanied children do not have legal 
representation in immigration court and have to navigate the complex 
legal system entirely on their own.

Unaccompanied Children 

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers



Children seeking refuge in the U.S.



Children are migrating from the Northern Triangle and seeking refuge 
in the United States for reasons that include, but are not limited to, the 
following:

• To escape violence, abuse, persecution and communities overrun 
by crime, corruption, endemic poverty and human trafficking.

• To find family members already residing in the United States.
• To seek better educational or economic opportunities.
• Were brought to the United States by human smugglers

Unaccompanied Children

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers



Unaccompanied children entering the U.S



Research consistently shows that immigration 
enforcement actions have a harmful impact on the 
health, safety, academic performance, and overall 
well-being of children
• More likely to experience symptoms of post-

traumatic stress disorder
• Changes in sleeping and eating patterns and much 

higher degrees of fear and anxiety
• Significant behavioral changes and increased 

absenteeism among students following a local 
community raid

Impact of Raids on Students

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers

“To be undocumented 
is to understand the 
misplaced resources 
from the federal 
government that focus 
on creating detention 
centers as supposed to 
community centers.”     
- Catalina Velasquez



bit.ly/Educators
RaidsGuide

Guide on raids

http://bit.ly/EducatorsRaidsGuide


wearehere
tostay.org 

Know your rights 

http://www.weareheretostay.org/


Safety Plans

Source: Centro Intercomunitario de Paz y Justicia & OneAmerica

Some parents at risk of deportation may be 
reluctant to develop an emergency plan or even 
talk to their children about the risk of separation. 
However, developing a plan can help ease 
anxiety of the unknown, increase the chances of 
families being able to stay together should 
separation occur, and prevent children from 
unnecessarily entering the child welfare system. 
Parents should create a plan and share as much 
of that plan as possible with their children. Don’t 
wait—be proactive and plan ahead.



• El Centro de la Raza
• Casa Latina
• OneAmerica
• Colectiva Legal
• Northwest Immigrant 

Rights Project 

Safety Plan Support



In pairs or triads: 
• Describe how your parents/family or the people who raised you 

influenced your beliefs about immigration. What messages did you 
receive?

• What stereotypes about immigrant people did you learn while you 
were growing up? Where did this information come from?

• Describe an early memory when you realized that immigrant people 
are stigmatized and discriminated against.

Human Migration & Immigrant Justice



Debrief:
• What was it like to tell your stories?
• What did you learn about the way we have been socialized by 

reflecting on your own story or hearing others’ stories?
• What were some commonalities and differences among the stories in 

your group?

Human Migration & Immigrant Justice



Source: Harro, B. (2000.) The Cycle of Socialization. & Harro, B. (2008.) The Cycle of Liberation. 



• Distribute “know your rights” materials to students and communities 
about what to do if a raid occurs or an individual is detained. 

• Find out if there is a local immigration raid rapid response team. These 
teams usually consist of attorneys, media personnel and community 
leaders who may be able to provide support. 

• Partner with a pro bono attorney, legal aid organization or immigrant 
rights organization to schedule a “know your rights” workshop on 
campus to inform students and families about their rights. 

• Maintain a list of resources, such as the names of social workers, pro 
bono attorneys and local immigration advocates and organizations, 
that can be shared with your students and their families. 

Action Items for Educators

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers



• Provide a safe place for students to wait if a parent or sibling has been 
detained. 

• Provide counseling for students who have had a family member detained 
by ICE. 

• Identify someone at your school who can serve as the immigration 
resource advocate in your building or on your campus. 

• Work with your school board to pass a resolution affirming schools as 
welcoming places of learning for all students, distancing the schools from 
enforcement actions that separate families. 

• Participate in National Educators Coming Out Day, held annually on Nov. 
12, and “come out” in support of undocumented students 
(www.unitedwedream.org/ educatorsout). 

• Participate in National Institutions Coming Out Day, held annually on April 
7 (www. unitedwedream.org/nicod).

Action Items for Educators

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers



Education Equity:
Undocumented students in 

Washington State 

“To be undocumented is to drive to a school while 
terrified of being stopped, detained, and deported. To 

be undocumented is to believe your basic human rights 
(I.E. healthcare, employment, school, housing) are wrong 
and justify U.S. citizens labelling you as social parasites.”

- Catalina Velasquez



• Students are afraid
• Students need allies to unite and fight with them
• Students want allies to create safe spaces for them:

• “A safe space does not have racism, misogyny, and people who have the 
privilege to not fearing the results of the election” –quote from a student

• Students want you to ask yourself: who are students going to reach 
out to if their families get detained or they go through deportations 
proceedings?

• Compile lists of resources and people who support undocumented students 
and families

• Students want you to reach out to U.S. citizens, permanent resident 
students who have undocumented parents and family members

What students are feeling



“What I want educators to understand is that this is a 
moment in which people of color have been affected 
tremendously. I don't feel safe walking to my classes. 
I can't concentrate in any of my classes. One thing 
that educators can do, is to gives us some time to 
regroup ourselves, because this shit has drain the 
life out of me. Also educators can send a letter 
stating their classrooms and our schools are a safe 
space for undocumented students, and be in 
solidarity with us.”

Quote from an undocumented student



Coming Out:
Lived experience of 

undocumented students

“As undocumented students, we are 
expected to come out every time we need 

resources, because they haven’t been made 
easily available for us to access.” 

–undocumented student



• They trust you, it’s a necessity, or they’re in absolute fear
• Often, undocumented students come out because they’re in need 

of resources:
• Share the tools and resources you have with them
• If you are unsure or do not know what tools and resources you have for 

them, refer to your folder and contact a colleague who might know how 
to support. Make sure you tell students that you will do your best to find 
out the answer for them, and actually do it.

• It takes a lot of courage for an undocumented student to come out:
• Hold space, listen, and believe them
• Honor and privilege

Why do students come out?



• Executive action that was announced by the Obama 
Administration  on June 15th, 2012

• Allows eligible undocumented people who came to the 
United States as youth to apply for temporary two-year 
deferred action and a renewable work permit

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services 



DACA requirements 

Source: Immigrant Law Group PC

↑ 
$495



What is and isn’t DACA

Source: United 
We Dream 

vs
Amnesty

Pathway to Citizenship

Legal Status

Law – not permanent

Renewable two years of 
deportation relief 

Work authorization and 
social security number

Legal Presence

Executive Action



Undocu API DACA Stats

Source: Ju Hong 

Country of Origin Immediately Eligible 
(Ages 15-30)

Initial Applications
Accepted (by March 
31st, 2015)

Application Rate (%)

South Korea 44,000 9,000 20%

Philippines 20,000 5,000 23%

India 17,000 3,000 20%

Pakistan 6,000 2,000 28%

Asian subtotal 87,000 18,000 21%



Undocu Black DACA Stats

Source: Black Alliance for Just Immigration

11,474
undocublack
immigrants 
have DACA



Plyler vs. Doe (1982)

Source: Dr. Angela Chuan-Ru Chen, UCLA Department of Education and United We Dream DEEP Undocu 
Peers, (U.S. Department of Education, 2009)

2.5 million undocumented youth in the United States

122,600 high school seniors are undocumented each 
year

65,000 graduate from high school year

16,900 (26%) enroll in 
college each year

1,950 (1-3%) 
graduate from 

college each year

Undocumented 
students constitute less 
than one percent of 

the two million 
undergraduates

enrolled nationally.

K-12 public education is a 
constitutional right for 
everyone, regardless of 
immigration status 





Washington State Demographics

Source: Migration Policy and KUOW

250,000
Undocumented 

people in 
Washington State

59,000
undocumented 

people below the 
age of 24

43,000
undocumented 

people eligible for 
DACA in our state

2
students in an 

elementary 
classroom has an 
undocumented 

parent

2.5 million people are  
undocumented youth in the United States



• 77,000 undocumented people 
live in King County

• 24,000 in Yakima County
• 22,000 in Snohomish County
• 16,000 in Pierce County

Washington State Demographics

Source: Pew Research and Migrant Policy

Other
16%

Mexico
71%

Guatemala
4%

Vietnam
3%

Korea
3%

India
3%



Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 
schools are prohibited, without parental consent, from 
providing information from a student’s file to federal 
immigration agents if the information would potentially 
expose a student’s immigration status.                         
If ICE agents present a school with a removal warrant 
(deportation order), the school is still permitted to refrain from 
providing student information, as the warrant is 
administrative, not judicial. 

FERPA

Source: United We Dream’s Educational Empowerment Program, the National Immigration Law Center, First Focus, and the American Federation of Teachers



Student information and their family’s is protected:

Both FAFSA and WASFA, as well as college applications, require 
students and families to submit personal information which can cause 
concern for them. It is important to remember that any information 
supplied on your financial aid and college applications is covered under 
the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA 1974), which 
prohibits schools from voluntarily providing any outside agency -
including the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) - with any information 
from a student's school file.

In addition, educators cannot ask a student if they or their family is 
undocumented, that information is protected under FERPA.

FERPA

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Educators for Fair Consideration, Washington Student Achievement Council, Highline Public Schools

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AHb0U_-s9PQEddAtgLNKDqmWBGCl7iNE5ScgF8lHavo-0mfhjleBBVbhTMlM2sdgKaZxJ41t_9kzZNSE_gsY-y_ajxQtyfBoQUo33y8JDHw7N_5250SYPH91yuzvbOPneGdOq7oGV_aXSBJIJKTRpzgVgDvoqvLjMILY7Ev4hUU=&c=VmGDovuJWpn88kqLykN_7bsdsFqzR9woxkMlkcAqoyR_giuaY7HCqA==&ch=D00-TatOtuUFJ0AYdTSHmfyDUBUHDowIJPWPD_81lF20yysHZ6iTXg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AHb0U_-s9PQEddAtgLNKDqmWBGCl7iNE5ScgF8lHavo-0mfhjleBBVbhTMlM2sdglBlCXJoa6Wp4nn8wPBhM2q7HFEuv6t2qCBlizmJ64QXfwx0WzoTQ14zDTR_4fKG3IFjRxL-mcbWxV_rEem6htzLoxFAJ9feN1mc5kaCn49QVGhnsbuhvzA==&c=VmGDovuJWpn88kqLykN_7bsdsFqzR9woxkMlkcAqoyR_giuaY7HCqA==&ch=D00-TatOtuUFJ0AYdTSHmfyDUBUHDowIJPWPD_81lF20yysHZ6iTXg==


Signed on March 7th, 2003, allows eligible 
undocumented students to pay in-state tuition 
at public higher education institutions 

Eligibility
• Graduate from a Washington State high school 

or have obtained a GED
AND

• Lived in Washington State for three years prior 
to, and continuously since receiving a high 
school diploma or GED

House Bill 1079

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)



HB 1079 Affidavit Process

Source: University of Washington Bothell and Washington Student Achievement Council 



Signed on February 23rd, 2014, this law 
provides access to state financial aid for 
eligible undocumented students 
Eligible undocumented students who meet 
individual program, income, or residency 
requirements for the

• State Need Grant
• The College Bound Scholarship
• State Work Study
• or Passport Scholarship

should complete the free Washington 
Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Senate Bill 6523

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)

http://readysetgrad.org/college/state-need-grant
http://readysetgrad.org/college/college-bound-scholarship-program
http://readysetgrad.org/college/state-work-study
http://readysetgrad.org/college/passport-foster-youth-promise-program


HB 1079 Category
• Graduate from a Washington 

State high school or have 
obtained a GED

AND
• Lived in Washington State for 

three years prior to, and 
continuously since receiving a 
high school diploma or GED

DACA Category
• Have been granted Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA)

AND
• Have established residency in 

Washington State for at least one 
year prior to attending a higher 
education institution in the state

WASFA Eligibility

OR

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)



Start filing on October 1st of every year at:

WASFA Filing Process

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)

www.readysetgrad.org/wasfa

http://www.readysetgrad.org/wasfa


“WSAC shares application information with campuses listed by the 
student so those schools may determine eligibility for resident tuition and 
financial aid. Campuses are not permitted to use the information for 
other purposes or share the data with other parties.
WSAC is committed to protecting the confidentiality of the information 
and privacy of students and families. Washington is a state committed to 
providing opportunities to students and protecting the rights of families.”

Continue to encourage students to apply for WASFA!

WSAC Commitment

Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)



“Parent” refers to a biological or adoptive parent. 
• Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, siblings, and uncles or 

aunts are not considered parents unless they have legally adopted you.
• In case of divorce or separation, give information about the parent you 

lived with most in the last 12 months
• If you did not live with one parent more than the other, give information 

about the parent who provided you the most financial support during 
the last 12 months or during the most recent year you received support

• If your divorced or widowed parent has remarried, also provide 
information about your stepparent.

Parent Information

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)



• If you’re in housing transition or homeless, you might qualify as an 
independent student 

• If none of your biological or adoptive parents live in the United States, 
contact the Washington Achievement Council and your college for 
advice and assistance

Independent students: contact the Washington Student 
Achievement Council (WSAC) to 1-888-535-0747 or at 
wasfa@wsac.wa.gov to get support filling out your WASFA application

Independent Students

tel:1-888-535-0747
mailto:wasfa@wsac.wa.gov


• In the application, the income of the parent must be provided
• Parent and student will need to provide their income in the 

application, many base this of their taxes

It is not required for the parent or student to file taxes 
in order for the student to qualify for state aid

Income information

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)



WASFA Completion: Seniors & College Students 

Source: Washington 
Student Achievement 

Council (WSAC)
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12th grade WASFA applicants for 2016-2017 year (August 2016 Data)
• Seattle: 104
• Highline: 65
• Federal Way: 51
• Kent: 39
• Auburn: 33
• Renton: 33
• Tukwila: below 20

WASFA Completion in Road Map Region

Source: Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)



Scholarship resources

http://scholarshipjunkies.org/
http://www.thewashboard.org/login.aspx
http://scholarshipjunkies.org/beyond
http://www.actsix.org/
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wa/supports-and-scholarships


“Going to college is challenging, but it is possible. Thousands 
of undocumented students have attended and graduated 
from college I am committed to help you through this journey 
and finding the accurate resources for you to attend college.”

“Unfortunately, you are not eligible for federal financial aid. 
However, you might be eligible for in-state tuition, the 
Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA), and 
private scholarships. We can work together to check your 
eligibility and explore further opportunities.”

Giving accurate information



“In order to apply to college and WASFA, you’re going to have to 
disclose your immigration status. This may seem scary to you and your 
family. There is a federal law called the Family Education Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) that protects student records and the Washington 
Student Achievement Council (WSAC) has prohibited colleges from 
releasing your WASFA information.”

“Getting a college degree isn’t going to change your immigration status, 
but it will open many opportunities for you. If you are eligible and 
approved for Deferred Action, you can work in the United States. If 
you’re not eligible, we can look at how you could get a business license 
and be self-employed.”

Giving accurate information



Skills and Action:
How to advocate with and for 

undocumented students

“As an ally, I am not going to pretend to be a 
superhero. I am here to ask you how I can help.”

- William C. Anderson



“Simply speaking out is a political act. Forming a group of 
educators and collaborating to create a program or assert 
a demand is a political act. Activist professionalism then is 
exhibited in such assertions and actions as helping 
students and their families when the current programming 
is not enough or is misguided. It is educators “reclaiming 
moral and intellectual leadership over educational 
debates” (Sachs, 2000, p. 81). 

Education is inherently political

Source: Activist Educators: Breaking Past Limits



Check your 
privilege

Learn about 
immigration 
issues & stay 

updated

Educate
yourself & your 

community

TAKE 
ACTION! 

Contribute to 
the movement

Undocu Ally Timeline of Engagement



• Don’t transfer your fear: it is your responsibility to create a safe 
environment for your students, while giving them the freedom to 
choose how to handle their personal affairs. If one of your students 
chooses to come out as undocumented, don’t tell them to stop 
talking about their status in public.

• Stay aware of the challenges of adolescence: Navigating adolescence 
is challenging for all children, but it’s uniquely so for undocumented 
children, who may contend with stigma, exclusion, or self-seclusion or 
secrecy that families often feel compelled to impose.

Watch out!
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https://goo.gl/XBSU4h


Coming Out



https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.925207814232645.1073741826.356754194411346&type=1&l=b08c67484e


1. Release a Public Statement:
• Vowing to create safe spaces for undocumented students and their families

2. Reaffirm commitments to students’ education and human rights:
• Restriction of ICE agents’ access to your schools and districts
• Protection of student information and their families under FERPA
• Transparency of hate crime and/or hate language reporting process and 

incidents

3. Provide Resources and Trainings
• Train teachers, staff, and administrators on supporting undocumented 

students and families
• Provide spaces where students and families can learn about their rights

Next steps

Source: K-12 Undocu Protection Coaltion



Finding and sharing resources
• Working through process of enrollment, scholarships, and 

applications and navigating different institutions and organizations 
Creating a welcoming space by changing practices and language used 
on a daily basis
• Challenging people, current policies, or practices that hinder 

undocumented students’ success
Work with and for undocumented young people and students have 
led this fight for many years and need you to join them
• Creating and increasing resources available to undocumented 

students, young people, and their families (and being public about it).

Roles as educators

Source: United We Dream’s Dream Educational Empowerment Program



5 tips for being an ally 

Support undocumented folks
• Check and risk your privilege 
• Self education: update yourself on relevant policies and legislation
• Remember that ally and advocate work is a process, not a fixed state or declaration
• Come out as an unafraid educator (community member) who is with and for 

undocumented students and their families
• Make information and resources accessible, such as easy to find and in multiple languages
• Create multiple safe spaces 
• Do not tell undocumented people’s their stories, without consent 
• Do not take over, let undocumented folks lead the way— work WITH undocumented folks
• The best bet in holding space: listening and believing
• Know what to do when I mess up as a dominant group member.
• Challenge normative systems and practices.
• Recognize that this is foundational work, and building foundations is slow. 

https://youtu.be/_dg86g-QlM0


Undocumented 
Folks

Practitioners

Community 
Partners

Role of Community Partners
• Leverage community 

resources not under major 
institutional guidelines

• Provide direct services and 
advising

Role of Undocumented folks
• Hold institutions accountable
• Counter narratives & 

representation
• Undocumented youth activism 

and organizing

Role of Practitioner Allies
• Leverage their social and 

professional roles to 
advocate educational and 
additional resources for 
undocumented students 
and their families

• Counsel/encourage goals

Source: Dr. Angela Chuan-Ru Chen, UCLA Department of Education



Undocumented Led Organizations

http://www.wadreamcoalition.org/
http://beyondhb1079.org/


Advocacy Organizations

https://21progress.org/
http://weareoneamerica.org/


Immigrant Justice Groups

https://www.nwirp.org/
http://www.colectivalegal.org/
http://www.barreralegal.com/


Mental Health Organizations 

http://www.puentesseattle.org/


Sandy Restrepo, Colectiva Legal del Pueblo (Burien, WA)
• 206-931-1514; www.colectivalegal.org

Luis Cortes, Barrera Legal (Kent, WA)
• 253-872-4730; www.barreralegal.com

Karol Brown Attorneys at Law, PLLC (Bellevue, WA)
• 425-519-3617; www.blog.karolbrown.com

Lawyers 

http://www.colectivalegal.org/
http://www.barreralegal.com/
http://www.blog.karolbrown.com/


Additional Community Resources

www.wadreamcoalition.org

www.beyondhb1079.org

www.unitedwedream.org

www.undocustudentcoalitionwa.org

http://www.wadreamcoalition.org/
http://www.beyondhb1079.org/
http://www.unitedwedream.org/
http://www.undocustudentcoalitionwa.org/


THANK YOU
for participating!

Alejandra Pérez
College and Career Success Coordinator
Community Center for Education Results

aperez@ccedresults.org 

Larissa Reza
College and Career Access Specialist

Tyee Educational Complex
Larissa.RezaGarcia@highlineschools.org 
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